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elusive they may be to myself, are, like all human reasonings, subject to dispute by others; and that even the general consensus of Christian opinion through long ages, though powerful in cumulative effect, is not to be considered final, for I am not aware of any authoritative utterance of the Church in the matter.
In approaching the consideration of War from the Christian standpoint, one is immediately confronted with the fact, to which he must address himself, that there exists at the present day in many of the Christian community an uneasy feeling that War, because of the painful incidents attending it, cannot in any way or in any degree be reconciled with the profession and practice of Christianity. This feeling, let me say in passing, is, in my opinion, not of Christian origin, but has rather been imported into and imposed upon Christianity by those alien to its beliefs, or defective in their tenure of them. Christianity deplores War as an evil; it does not, as exemplified by its highest exponents, reject it as necessarily evil. The most conspicuous apostles of the extreme position in condemning War are not now Christian believers. In illustration of this remark I would cite on the one hand Herbert Spencer, Frederic